; PAYNE, in press a) in song learning have been studied in some detail, little is known directly about the lifespan of a song tradition or even whether the local song patterns generally persist over several generations. FIELD METHODS Indigo buntings were studied in an 800-ha area of the E. S. George Reserve, a natural history research area of the University of Michigan, and neighboring lands of the Pinckney State Recreation Area south and east of the reserve, in Livingstone County, southeastern Michigan. The area includes hilly terrain covered with old fields, oakhickory woods, and shrubby swamps (EVANS, 1975; COLLINS & WILBUR, 1979) . Aerial photographs with 100-m-square grids were used as detailed maps for plotting territories of each bird.
THOMPSON initially tape-recorded the buntings from 1963 through 1972 with the peak field effort in 1965 to 1969 when in each year from 26 to 44 birds were recorded. Most individuals were not caught or individually recognizable, but one marked male returned for four years and retained the same song from year to year. Several cases were observed of birds sharing songs with other individuals, usually neighboring territorial buntings (THOMPSON, 1970) .
PAYNE and SWEANY tape recorded more than 50 birds in each year in the same area from 1977 through 1980. We attempted to record samples of 10 songs of each individual
